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Belize Zoo Neotropical Conservancy Newsletter  January 2019 

The mission of the Belize Zoo Neotropical Conservancy is: To protect and support  

the native animals and plants of North, Central, and South America through  

advocacy, education and conservation efforts. 

 

Your donations have helped us to fulfill this mission with the following.  

 

Ultrasound machine: Your donations of $23,149.00 provided a much-needed ultrasound ma-
chine for the new Belize Zoo Veterinary Clinic. Dr. Adam Denish (veterinarian), Dr. Jen MacLeod 
(surgeon) and Dr. Sandy MacLeod (radiologist) traveled from Pennsylvania to Belize to set up 
the new ultrasound and train Belize Zoo staff members and a local Vet in its use.  

 The ultrasound was donated in time to track the pregnancy of Navidad, one of the Zoo’s 
Central American tapirs. Tapirs are endangered and are the national animal of Belize. 
(Note: All went well and Navidad gave birth to Sparks on April 10, 2018—see photo be-
low).  

 The new ultrasound was also used to determine that a jaguarundi (Nina) was also preg-
nant and she gave birth a few days later.  

 Access to ultrasound technology is helpful to the Belize Zoo staff and animals.  The ultra-
sound is similar to a sonogram, which allows the body to be viewed in three dimensions 
(3-D).  

o Ultrasound is a non-invasive way to see inside the animal to evaluate the heart, 
lungs, kidneys, liver and reproductive organs.  

o Images can be seen on the ultrasound viewing screen during the procedure as 

well as emailed to veterinary colleagues for their interpretation.  
 The ultrasound machine is portable, which allows the staff to work on animals on 

the Zoo grounds as well as in the Veterinary Clinic. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Navidad and newborn Sparks 
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Belize Zoo Vet Clinic and Commissary:  Your donations of $100,000 helped to create a legacy. 
The state of the art Belize Zoo Veterinary Clinic and Commissary which opened in June 2018 will 
ensure that hundreds of animals receive the very best medical care. The Belize Zoo (TBZ) and 
Tropical Education Center marked this incredible milestone with a special ceremony in the com-
pany of colleagues and friends. TBZ is now able to provide exemplary nutrition and veterinary 
services for their wildlife, as well as vital training and capacity building for their zookeeping staff 
and local and international wildlife care partners.  

Sharon Matola, TBZ Founding Director emphasized the importance of the new facility: “The Be-
lize Zoo hosts vet school clinics …  We are now regularly hosting vet schools from Cornell Univer-
sity, Northwestern University, Ross Vet School, and coming up, the University of Tennessee.  Not 
only do our visiting professional vet teams gain immense experience by undergoing procedures 
on wildlife which is not usual for their vet agenda, but our animal management staff is empow-
ered by the wildlife vet procedures which are put into action.  They all learn so much. With the 
exciting addition of our new Vet Clinic, we are so pleased that wildlife medicine, and quality ani-
mal care, will be a point of strength in the rising star profile of The Best Little Zoo in the World.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. George Kollias Jr., Professor Emeri-

tus of Wildlife Medicine at Cornell Uni-

versity  and Humberto  Wohlers, Belize 

Zoo General Curator at the ribbon cutting 

ceremony. 

Surgery room 

Pharmacy and laboratory area with 

door opening to conference room 
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"Dedicated to and focused on the animals and ecosystems of the Americas, BZNC looks to 
achieve measurable results in conservation and education in the Americas." The following is 
an example of one of the conservation projects BZNC has supported. 

Trail cameras: Your donations of $926.91 to the Foundation for Wildlife Conservation, Inc. 
(FWC) were used to purchase nine trail cameras. In March 2018, the trail cameras were in-
stalled in the 6,175-acre Runaway Creek Nature Reserve (RCNR), which is owned and managed 
by the FWC and is a critical part of the Central Belize Wildlife Corridor. The trail cameras pro-
vide a non-invasive research method to study the abundance, movement patterns, and variety 
of wildlife in specific areas and the information collected aids in conservation planning. The 
cameras are checked once to twice per month. 

To date, the cameras have detected: 

 All five cat species (jaguar, puma, ocelot, jaguarundi and margay),  

 Two deer species (white-tailed and red-brocket),  

 Mammals such as collared peccaries, tapir, tayra, skunk, paca, agouti, fruit bats, nine-
banded armadillo, coatimundi, gray fox, several species of opossums, and an ant-eater, 

 About 10 species of birds that usually walk the forest floor.  
o Some of the birds detected include the great curassow, crested guan, tinamou 

and mottled owl. 

As you can see from the above list and trail camera photos below, the cameras are providing 
valuable information about the wildlife using the RCNR.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stevan, FWC  field 

researcher checks a 

trail camera 

Jaguar  photographed 

in a cave 
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Belize Zoo Education Department vehicle: Your donations of $16,000.00 provided a work 

truck that supports the day to day operations at the Belize Zoo (TBZ).  This truck provides the 

vehicular support for TBZ Education Department in particular, and their outreach activities that 

include:   

 Weekly reading program at St. Agnes Anglican Primary School: Promotes literacy and 
student participation through interactive reading sessions with Belize Zoo educators. 

 Gardening Club program at St. Agnes Anglican Primary School. 

 Addressing socio-economic issues in two important villages within the Central Belize 
Corridor, Mahogany Heights and La Democracia, through engagement of "at-risk" 
youth and supporting the Community Health Post’s programs. 

 Monthly delivery of donated school supplies to schools within the Central Belize Corri-
dor 

 “Predator Patrol” in collaboration with Belize Raptor Center and Crocodile Research 
Coalition; visiting various schools to discuss wildlife that are often in conflict with hu-
mans (jaguars, birds of prey, crocodiles) 

 Human-wildlife conflict response: Sites of human-wildlife conflict are visited by TBZ 
staff to assist with conflict mitigation/resolution strategies. 

 Supporting the Belize Tapir Project: providing additional mobility for Belize Tapir Pro-
ject personnel and volunteers to conduct field research on Belize’s National Animal, 
and respond to tapir causalities by vehicular collision  

 Belize Zoo plastic and glass recycling initiative: Pollution and non-biodegradable waste 
are reduced by the transportation of large quantities of plastic and glass bottles to re-
cycling repositories in Belmopan or Belize City (20 to 30 miles from TBZ). 

 The truck also makes it possible for TBZ staff to participate in events such as those listed be-

low:   

 National Wildlife Awareness Strategic Planning Workshops 

 University of Belize's Earth Day  and Science Fairs 

 Belize Audubon Society’s annual Bird Fest 

 Sacred Heart College Career Fair 

 National Jaguar Working Group meetings 

 Central Belize Corridor Task Force meetings  
 
 

 

Belize Zoo work truck 

Jamal, former Belize Zoo 

Education  Director with co-

pilot Rose the crocodile in the 

new truck 

 Please visit our website: http://www.bznccares.org/ to learn more 

about the critical projects that your donations have helped to fund 

and how to make a donation to further support this important 

work. 

http://www.bznccares.org/

